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To clearly map out the current possibilities of 3DP4BE, presented next are several 

cases sorted by the material possibilities of the technology.  

 

2 Case Studies 
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3 Discussion 
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4 Urban Shelter Design 
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5 The Role of Architects 

The role of the architect, or rather the responsibility of the architect, is to stay 

involved and curious regarding new construction technology and innovative 

design. 

 

I am not trying to say that everyone within our field must do this, but I would like 

to insist that everyone who is interested has a responsibility. 

 

Architects tend to let the design come first and the construction problem second, 

instead of the other way around. This is very good for innovation and 

development of the construction industry, since seemingly impossible 

constructions never are – there is simply a need of innovation from the corner of 

engineering and construction. For example, most of the built projects by Zaha 

Hadid Architects have been solved in that manner. Architects with design visions 

combined with clients with a timeframe and budget, can result in innovative 
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construction if there’s a good match between the vision of the architect and the 

need/desires of the client. If there’s a will there’s a way!  

 

The way of reasoning of the above paragraph might give an impression of 

innovative and pushy design only belonging to projects with budget, but this 

doesn’t have to be the case. The architect might have to work with the client and 

the engineers/construction companies in a different manner (just as much 

communication but maybe more push from the architect’s side regarding the 

rights of the client) when the client isn’t a singular rich person but rather a 

community in need of help. 

 

Regardless, we need to try to stay involved. One must not work together with the 

public sector in order to, but one can spur innovation when working in a more 

common commercial environment or, especially, when working in an educational 

environment. The educational bodies of architecture carry the load of something 

which inherits a heavy responsibility but a great promise – the future. 

 

6 List of Abbreviations and Definitions 
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THE GLOBAL NORTH/SOUTH DIVIDE-  A simple way of classifying 

countries into relatively richer and poorer countries. Based on the Brandt Line 

from the 1980s. One should definitively note that the definition isn’t definite, 

since many poor countries now a days are experiencing significant economic 

development. (Society, u.d.) 
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